Knowledge, attitudes, and practice on second primary cancer screening among cancer survivors: a qualitative study.
The goal of this study was to examine the knowledge, attitude, and practice on second cancer screening among cancer survivors. Three focus group interviews were conducted with thirteen disease-free stomach, colorectal, breast and thyroid cancer survivors. Recurrent issues were identified and then placed into thematic categories. None of the study participants had heard SPC, and they could not differentiate SPC from 'recurrence' or 'metastasis.' Survivors believed that they had been cured, and they were not aware of their increased risk of SPC. Although they had high awareness of cancer screening, they could not make a distinction between 'cancer screening' and 'routine surveillance test' after cancer treatment. Survivors said that they would have had the screening for SPC if they had known about it. They preferred physicians as the most reliable source for screening information. Cancer survivors had limited knowledge about SPC, and lack of information was the main barrier for SPC screening. An educational intervention would help cancer survivors to understand their risk of SPC and the needs of screening after the first cancer.